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What is The Music Village? 
The Music Village ("TMV") is a community musical arts center and school located in the heart of downtown South Bend. At the core of 
TMV's mission is the belief that where the arts flourish, so do people and communities. TMV demonstrates this by creating 
opportunities to learn about, experience, and participate in music and dance that reflect the rich cultural traditions of the people of 
Michiana. Resources are focused on improving and expanding musical arts opportunities for people of all ages, interests, abilities, 
backgrounds, and incomes. 
 
History and Beginnings 
In 2011, the Director of the Old Town School of Folk Music in Chicago gave a presentation to a group of South Bend community 
members. The idea to start a similar institution caught fire with a few excited individuals and, within six months, TMV was born. 
Community, academic, business, arts, and civic leaders rallied around the project, providing services as varied as teaching classes, 
providing legal counsel, donating instruments, and painting walls. TMV opened in June 2012 with two instructors and 14 students.  
 
At Present 
Prior to closing its facility in mid-March due to the coronavirus, TMV served over 400 individuals via approximately 450 sessions per 
month. Immediately upon closure, TMV pivoted to meet students’ and participants’ needs by offering virtual lessons and classes. At 
present, TMV serves over 60 individuals via approximately 200 online sessions per month. In addition, TMV continues to offer free 
programs (jams, open-mics, and workshops – all now virtual) and work collaboratively with over 40 partnering educational, social, and 
civic organizations to bring cultural enrichment opportunities to all in South Bend and throughout Michiana. 
 
What’s Next? 
Since opening its doors over eight years ago, TMV has grown, evolved, and adapted to best serve our community through the musical 
arts. Even amidst a pandemic, TMV’s future is brighter than ever, thanks to people like you. Your support will help TMV continue to 
create, adapt, expand, and deliver arts education and culturally-enriching programming in our region – at a time when it is most needed. 
Simply put, your investment in The Music Village is an investment in the future of the musical arts in downtown South Bend, 
Michiana, and beyond.  
 
 

The Music Village: Building Community Through Music.  
 

Give to TMV today and keep the music flowing! 



 

 
TMV at a Glance 

 

 
Students/Participants Served (monthly average) 

 

❖ In-House Music & Dance Classes/Lessons 
➢ In-person: 400+ individuals of all ages, infants through retirees (prior 

to March, 2020). 
➢ Virtual: 60+ individuals of all ages. 

 

❖ Open Jams: Acoustic, Ukulele, Vocal 
➢ In-person: 45 adults (prior to March, 2020). 
➢ Virtual: 18 adults. 

 

       
Flagship Initiatives 

 

❖ Girls Rock Michiana 
➢ Empowerment initiative and summer camp for elementary and middle 

school-aged girls. 
➢ GRM has served 75+ girls since 2018. 

 

❖ Making Waves: STEM+Music 
➢ Innovative, curriculum-based grade school STEAM program. 
➢ MW sharpens creative and analytical skills while building teamwork 

through a custom-made instrument design-build-analyze process. 
Students compose their own works; culminates in a performance.  

➢ MW has engaged 1000s of students across Michiana since 2016.  

          
Partnerships & Collaborations 

 

❖ After-School, Adult Enrichment, Community Outreach 
➢ 40+ active partnerships, bringing musical arts enrichment 

programming to 9 counties. 
➢ Key partners include: schools, Boys & Girls Clubs, libraries, 

colleges/universities, assisted living facilities, city governments, 
businesses, disability and children’s advocacy groups. 

 

              
Community-Wide Performances & Events 

 

❖ The Music Village Block Party  
➢ Annual summer kickoff celebration with live music, food, children’s 

activities, and community partners. 
❖ The Music Villagers 

➢ TMV jam group musicians play 50+ gigs per year at social and civic 
events, assisted living facilities, libraries, and fairs. 

❖ Book-A-Musician Service 
➢ Professional musicians available to perform throughout the region. 

 

Tuition Assistance 
 

❖ Need-based aid is available for most classes and programs. 
➢ 20+ individuals are/have received full/partial assistance. 



 

 

The Music Village Core Programs, Activities, & Partners 
 
In March 2020, TMV quickly pivoted to offer virtual programs and musical enrichment activities for our community. The majority of TMV’s core 
programs are now online, and many partnerships are being developed and adapted for remote learning and participation. 
 

● Private Music Lessons for All Ages 
○ Accordion Drums Piano Voice 
○ Banjo Guitar (Acoustic, Electric, Fingerstyle) Recording Arts Winds 
○ Bass (Upright, Electric) Mandolin Strings  
○ Brass Music Theory Ukulele  

 
● Early Children’s Developmental Music Classes 

○ Music For me! An interactive class for infants, toddlers, and their parents. 
○ The Children’s Music Workshop An activities-based class for ages 6-8, utilizing Musikgarten curriculum standards. 

 
● Youth Ensemble & Group Programs  

○ Girls Rock Michiana/Girls Rock camp 
○ Jazz Ensemble 
○ Rock School 101 

 
● Dance Classes 

○ African Dance & Drumming 
○ Swing Dance 

 
● Workshops 

○ Irish Music Academy 
○ Musical Theatre 
○ Making Waves: STEM+Music 
○ The Great American Songbook 
○ Ukulele 101 

● Jams 
○ Acoustic 
○ TMV Songsters 
○ Ukulele 

● After-School Program Partners 
○ Boys and Girls Clubs 
○ ETHOS Innovation Center 
○ St. Joe, Elkhart county public, private schools 

 
● Adult Enrichment Partners 

○ Forever Learning Institute 
○ Healthwin 
○ Holy Cross Village 

 
● Community Outreach Program & Events Partners 

○ Community Foundation of St. Joseph County 
○ DTSB 
○ Logan Center 
○ South Bend Brew Werks 
○ South Bend Woodworks 
○ St. Joe, Elkhart county libraries 
○ University of Notre Dame 
○ Venues Parks & Arts 



 
 

Online Music Lessons: Adaptive, Creative, Growing, Accessible  
 

In response to the coronavirus, The Music Village has adapted to the needs of our students by transitioning to virtual lessons. 
TMV’s professional instructors currently teach both group and private instrumental and vocal lessons.  
 
TMV has also created new opportunities for music learning and enrichment through a variety of programs and workshops for 
children and adults.  

 
Presently, TMV instructors are bringing musical arts into the homes of over 50 students through this new, and increasingly 
popular style of music education. 

 
TMV strives to make music and dance accessible to and inclusive of all in its community. Full and partial scholarships are 
available for most lessons and classes, made possible through the generosity of donors. 

 
 

                                                     



 
 
 

 
  
 

Early Childhood Music Education: Developing Cognitive Skills Through Music 
 

The Music Village offers a variety of music classes for children, from newborns to adolescents. Early childhood is a 
crucial time for development of cognitive skills uniquely enhanced through music exploration, engagement, and fun. 
Children enrolled in TMV’s virtual early childhood music classes develop music and social skills from the comfort of 
their homes. TMV’s children’s music specialists foster a highly interactive environment where creativity and 
excellence are encouraged.  

 
Students in TMV’s early childhood music classes develop a lifelong passion for music, and begin to learn the 
discipline it takes to become really good at something they like to do.  

 
○ Music For me! Ages 0-5. This class fosters cognitive growth through music, movement, storytelling, and 

parental involvement. Rhythm, pitch, patterning, call-and-response, and coordination are integrated into each 
session. 
 

○ The Children’s Music Workshop Ages 6-8. The Workshop is a Musikgarten curriculum-based program 
designed to nurture musical aptitude by engaging children in singing and movement. Activities help attune the 
ear, refine the voice, and develop a rhythmic body through which music can be expressed. The class helps 
prepare students to enter private instrumental or vocal lessons. 

 



 

 
 

Band and Ensemble Programs: Empowerment and Teamwork Through Music 
 

○ Girls Rock Michiana Girls Rock Michiana is a 3-day summer music camp for girls entering 4-8 grades. The 
camp experience aims to improve girls’ creativity, confidence, and collaboration through musical engagement. 
Campers work in small groups with professional music instructors to learn rock instruments and basic 
performance skills. Girls Rock Michiana provides a judgment-free zone for young women to make new friends, 
explore music, and have fun! 

 
○ Rock School 101 & Jazz Band 101 Rock School 101 and Jazz Band 101 are open to students who play 

drums, guitar, bass, keyboards, or sing. Offered in 8-week blocks with a culminating public “gig”, students learn 
important concepts such as listening, intonation, dynamics, improvisation, and playing as an actual band while 
learning favorite classic and contemporary rock songs/jazz standards. 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 
Workshops: Unique and engaging programs for all ages and abilities.   
 

○ The Great American Songbook For teens and adults. The “American Songbook” is the canon of the most 
important and influential American popular songs and jazz standards from the early 20th century. 
Participants learn about sound production, articulation, musical styles and traditions while also learning how 
to make songs from this marvelous repertoire fit their individual voices. 
 

○ Introduction to the Irish Whistle For ages 8 and up. Taught by members of the Kennedy’s Kitchen Irish 
Music Academy, the workshop introduces participants to Irish traditional music and song via the hauntingly 
beautiful 6-hole Irish whistle. 
 

○ Making Waves: STEM+Music For elementary and middle school students. Making Waves is a highly 
innovative learning opportunity that deeply integrates Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math through 
the lens and structure of music. Students explore acoustics, build instruments, and compose their own music 
while developing teamwork and social skills. 
 

○ Musical Theatre For teens and adults. This workshop is a must for those wishing to pursue a music theater 
career, planning to enter a university music theater program, wanting to learn more about their vocal and 
acting potential, or want to broaden their repertoire and have fun! 
 

○ Singing Hymns and Other Sacred Music For ages 14 and up. What goes into singing a hymn? How 
should you sing a chant, a psalm, or a responsorial antiphon and verse? What solo(s) should you sing during 
a service, and why and when? This workshop is ecumenical in its scope; people of all faiths and traditions 
are welcome. 
 

○ Ukulele 101 For ages 8 and up. This beginner’s workshop teaches students how to start playing the ukulele. 
Participants learn about the history of the ukulele, how to tune it, basic chord and strumming patterns, and 
two to four songs by the end of the class. 



 

 
 

 
Dance & Drumming: High-Energy Fun for Everyone 
 
African Dance and Drumming Classes for children and adults of varying skill levels. Led by UZIMA!, an Afro-Carribean 
dance company that brings together people of all ages and backgrounds to celebrate wholeness, health, and life through 
drum and dance. 
 

● Dance classes focus on rhythm, songs, and culture, as well as West African dance choreographies. 
● Drumming classes impart the fundamentals of African drumming techniques and rhythms, and often accompany 

dance classes. 
 
 

Swing Dance Beginning and intermediate classes, for adults – no partner needed. Led by instructors from the Michigan 
Indiana Social Swing Society, classes are always followed by a casual open dance. A live Swing band is in the house on 
special occasions, and participants are periodically invited to dance at social and civic events in the Michiana region. 

 
 
 

  



 

 
 
Jam Sessions: Open to All 
 
Weekly jam sessions are open to all, and have continued to meet virtually. Prior to the pandemic, instruments and songbooks 
with hundreds of tunes across a variety of genres were available to borrow. Born out of the jam groups, "The Music Villagers" 
is a casual, flexible, and diverse group of music enthusiasts that performs under the auspices of TMV at civic and charitable 
events, for local educational, nonprofit, city, and business organizations, at festivals and fairs, and at many TMV functions. 
The Music Villagers have continued to perform outdoors for select events, with safety protocols in place, to keep the music 
flowing in our community.  
 

○ Acoustic Jam TMV’s most popular jam, the Acoustic Jam is open to any acoustic instrument and voice style. Weekly 
meetings on Tuesday evening. 
 

○ TMV Songsters The Songsters is a vocal jam group geared toward seniors. Coached by a TMV voice instructor, the 
Songsters meet every Tuesday morning.  
 

○ Ukulele Jam Primarily but not exclusively ukuleles, this jam celebrates the proud tradition of casual ukulele music-making 
every Monday evening. 

 

 



 

 
 

Our Community Partners 
 

 

 
The Music Village is proud to collaborate with these and other community partners to bring musical arts programming out into 

our community. These educational and enrichment programs enhance the lives of thousands of individuals each year.  
 



 

 
 

These are extraordinary times, and extraordinary times call for extraordinary actions. 
 
As you’ve seen in the preceding pages, The Music Village has adapted, expanded, and created impactful musical arts programming to better enrich 
and serve our community in this extraordinary time.  
 
We’re proud that, amidst a time of crisis, TMV has:  

● Adapted and expanded program offerings through new classes, workshops, and partnerships, while maintaining core 
programming like lessons and jams.  

● Increased the reach and accessibility of our services in the virtual realm while remaining anchored in our community. 
● Remained institutionally viable, culturally integral to our community, and impactful to people of all ages and backgrounds 

throughout Michiana and beyond.  
 
And, we believe that the impact TMV has on our community today will exponentially compound in the years ahead. 
 
We trust this packet gives you a sense for the breadth, vibrancy, and necessity of The Music Village programs and scope of service. With that trust 
and belief, we come to you with an extraordinary request: Consider making an investment in The Music Village by contributing to our 
Future Fund challenge pool. Your pledge to match Future Fund donations will incentivize others to give at a time when many are looking for 
leadership, commitment, and vision in our community.  
 
Your support signals your belief in the future of TMV and the importance of the musical arts in our region.  
 
You can help ensure extraordinary music, dance, arts, and cultural enrichment programming continues to thrive and grow. Make your pledge to 
The Music Village Future Fund today. 
 
Sincerely and with appreciation, 

 
Noah Davey Josh Aerie 
President Executive Director 


